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June 8, 2016 
 
 

The Honorable James M. Inhofe 
Chair, Committee on Environment &  
Public Works 
United States Senate 
410 Dirksen Senate Office Building 
Washington, DC 20510-6175 

The Honorable Barbara Boxer 
Ranking Member, Committee on 
Environment & Public Works 
United States Senate 
456 Dirksen Senate Office Building 
Washington, DC 20510-6175 

 
 
 
Dear Chairman Inhofe and Ranking Member Boxer: 
 

On behalf of the Coalition for the Delaware River Watershed, I write to thank you for 
your efforts to develop S.2848, the Water Resources Development Act of 2016, and to 
express our support for provisions to protect our vital water resources and for the bill’s 
continued progress through the legislative process. 

The Coalition for the Delaware River Watershed unites organizations working throughout 
the region to enhance their capacity to effectively advocate and work towards our shared 
goal of protecting and restoring the Delaware River Basin. Our coalition represents 85 
watershed associations, land conservancies, outdoor recreation and sporting interests, 
national organizations, and other stakeholder groups working in the four states of the 
Watershed.  

We support the Committee in advancing the Water Resources and Development Act of 
2016 (WRDA) and its commitment to investing in the nation’s water resources. We 
appreciate the many provisions in WRDA that will promote and advance sustainable 
water resources management, specifically those efforts aimed at restoring and protecting 
the nation’s rivers and surrounding watersheds. In particular, we are pleased to see the 
bill:  

• supports advanced mitigation with consideration for habitat connectivity  
• includes consideration of nature-based solutions in emergency flood response 
• improves the use of green infrastructure  
• includes a new program for addressing safety in high-hazard dams  
• authorizes the WaterSense program 

We also wish to highlight a study authorization included in the House Water Resources 
Development Act of 2016, which was approved by the House Transportation & 
Infrastructure Committee in late May. The House bill authorizes a USACE feasibility 
study to review the operations of several federally owned and operated reservoirs in the 
Upper Delaware region to enhance opportunities for water storage optimization and 
ecosystem restoration. We strongly support this study and encourage the Senate to 
include it in its version of WRDA.  
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Such a study would open up the opportunity for improved watershed-wide flow planning 
and would have a positive ecological impact on the river basin. Specifically, improved 
storage and use of the federal reservoirs has the potential to: 

• protect water supplies through improved stream conditions in dry weather 
• provide for salinity repulsion to protect water withdrawals 
• support aquatic life and valuable fisheries habitat 
• maintain flood mitigation functions, and 
• improve the basin’s resiliency to drought conditions 

We sincerely appreciate your leadership in protecting our nation’s water resources 
through the Water Resources Development Act of 2016, and thank you in advance for 
your consideration of the USACE study discussed above. We look forward to the 
continued progress of the bill and are happy to answer any questions you may have 
regarding our position. 
 
 
Sincerely, 
 

 
 
Madeline Urbish 
Director, Coalition for the Delaware River Watershed 
 
 


