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3 MAIN POINTS:

Practices MUST make economic sense

Producers need tools and information

Partnerships are essentia



Types of Agricultural Producers:

Conventional - typical corn/soybeans
Livestock
Dairy
Vegetable

Vineyards/Orchards
Equine

4 Pinelands

= a diversified landscape.

AGRICULTURE
BARREN LAND
I FOREST

B urBAN

B v ATER

WETLANDS



FOR CONSERVATION PRACTICES
T0 BE TRULY

THEY HAVE TO ALSQ BE ECONOMICAL.
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LINK BETWEEN SOIL HEALTH AND PROFITS

PENNSTATE

P - T @) P b N
f $ IMPROVE YOUR BOTTOM LINE USING: : ¥ W el R
LN 2 4 Continuous No-Till : » A '
L % : ¢ Cover Crops “‘ -
L2 ¢ Cropping Diversity =~ g “ » .,‘
5 = ~a3 ’ \ » »
a3 NATURAL RESOURCES CONSERVATION SERVIC N . ° *" x _*e
_ - ~N ) Py «
'S ’ 2
’ ’ :



2T a% et

SOIL HEALTH IMPACTS FARM PROFITS

Organic
Matter

Stores and provide Nitrogen
Promotes aeration and infiltration
Greater ability to hold nutrients
Increased water holding capacity
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SOIL HEALTH IMPACTS FARM PROFITS

Improves soil tilth
Compqc’rlon Promotes aeration and infiltration
Increased water holding capacity
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NONETHELESS. ..
CONSERVATION PRACTICE ADOPTION
CAN BE SLOW
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WHY:

Producers don’t know how

Producers aren’t motivated to start
Producers don’t have appropriate
technical assistance

Practices require a large initial financial
investment




MECHANISMS TO IMPROVE CONSERVATION ADOPTION

Education to Encourage

" Making Starting Easy

= Gateway Practices

" Make Conservation Profitable



EDUCATION TO ENCOURAGE

Increase awareness
of how soil health
impacts farm profits

Focus on farmer to farmer
led conversations to help
farmers succeed

= NOSTI _CRZLY
EARCD
NEW JERSEY

NO-TILL & COVER CROP
CONFERENCE ‘
THURSDAY, DECEMBER 13, 2018

Hawk Pointe Golf Club Washington, NJ

and Profits ~ Why I Planted Green and Identifying Strategies for Fighting
s Why | Plan to do it Again Slugs, weeds and pests
Lucas Criswel, Du John F Toake:,

AND MUCH MORE!

LEARN MORE AND REGISTER AT:

WWW.NORTHJERSEYRCD.ORG/CONFERENCE



EDUCATION TO ENCOURAGE

Farmers voiced concern
about cover crop
application methods.

* NRCS Conservation
Innovation Grant (CIG)
funding to determine best ¥
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cover crop.



MAKE STARTING EASY

Little to no cost
3 year sign-up
Over 3,000 acres

seeded

CLEANER WATER
HEALTHIER SOILS

Positive results will
encourage continved
adoption




GATEWAY PRACTICES

Low cost service
Report to producer

Encourages knowledge
of soil organic matter

Creates opportunity for
in-depth farm conservation



GATEWAY PRACTICES

FARM GOALS

Whaat are your proities or goals?
COMMON EXAMPLES

Questions by type of == =

production

Do you plan to expand or reduce your operation?
FOLLOW-UR QUESTIONS

Do youhaveialoe Do you s land
Ptk o v it you woul

Uk 10 Farm I e COnSidel Temiowing
Tutura? from opertion
Doyoudoplantc  Doyoujpian fosdd

What changes or improvements would you lke to make in the near
terrn? Long term?

Captures farm goals

and concerns

What are some challenges on your farm?
FOLLOW-UR QUESTIONS

et S0l eiosion, declining yheids

Creates opportunity for
in-depth farm conservation




MAKE CONSERVATION PROFITABLE F@Wb

CERTIFIEDy

ﬂ\

PROMOTING SOIL HEALTH
River Friendly Farms build soil organic matter
and protect topsoil from erosion

Certifications motivate "

PROTECTING WATER QUALITY

° River Friendly .fal_ms implernent_practices that
farmers to alter their B
*

CREATING WILDLIFE HABITAT

operations by providing oy CREATING WILDLIFE HABITAT

suppression techniques, River Friendly Farms ensure a
healthy ecosystem for native fish, birds, and insects.

RIVER FRIENDLY FARM CERTIFICATION

market-based incentives.
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RIVER FRIENDLY FARM CERTIFICATION

Certification Requirements:
Soil Health Management
Stream Corridor Protection
Nutrient Management

Pest Management

SN

Irrigation Water Management
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3 MAIN POINTS:

Practices MUST make economic sense
Producers need tools and information

Partnerships are essential



PARTNERSHIPS ARE ESSENTIAL

* Partner Employees with NRCS
 Shared Staff with Affiliated Non-Profit

* Delaware River Watershed Initiative
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Local Environment Matters

@ Hunterdon Land Trust
PROTECTING THE PLACES YOU LOVE
New Jersey Conservation

F O U N A T I O N

@ NEW JERSEY
HIGHLANDS
COALITION

= LOPATCONG
THE LAND CONSERVANCY J@I2{= = ¢

OF NEW JERSEY

Highlands Watershed Cluster
Y Land Acquisition Projects
* Restaration & Planning Projects

+= Township-vade
‘. ...... PIDIMS

Stream
/\/ River/Creek
AN/ Delaware mainstem
D Major watershad boundary
Focus Areas
0 Lopatcong Creek
| Lower Musconetcong
- Upper Musconetcong
I Upper Pauiins Kill

Delaware River Watershed Initiative

| TheNature @

Conservancy

Wallkﬂl}{lver
Watershed

NEW JERSEY
AUDUBON

www.njaudubon.org

. W North Jersey Resource

= Conservation &

=

| 'j‘Development

1| Dedicated to Community Needs, Through Conservation.

Protecting nature. Preserving life.

MUSCONETCONG /

WATERSHED TROU'T
ASSOCIATION YNLIMITED




CONCLUSION

To implement conservation practices on a
larger scale, organizations must emphasize
to producers how conservation practices
are in their best interest.

* Education to Encourage

* Make Starting Easy

* Gateway Practices

* Make Conservation Profitable

Questions?
ltessieri@northjerseyrcd.org

VL . TS




