
Del‐economics
Sep 26, 2018

6th Annual Delaware River Watershed Forum
Cape May, NJ

Gerald J. Kauffman
University of Delaware
Water Resources Center

Newark, Del.





Kuznets Curve



 Marine & Water‐related 
Construction

 Fishing & Aquaculture
 Ship/Boat Building
 Tourism/Recreation
 Marine Transportation  
 Hunting/Fishing/Wildlife 
Recreation‐related 

 Farming
 Water/Wastewater Utility
 Ports
 Watershed 
Protection/Management

The Delaware River watershed supports over 
>600,000 jobs ($10 billion in wages)
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Socioeconomic Value of the 
Delaware Estuary Watershed

Total Estuary: $16.5 B; Net Present Value (NPV): $536 B
•DE: $3.5 B; NPV $114 B
•NJ: $7.0 B; NPV $227 B
•PA: $6.0 B; NPV $195 B

Jobs and Salaries

Ecosystem Goods & Services (2010)

Direct & Indirect Wages
Estuary: $11 B
•DE: $1.1 B
•NJ: $2.9 B
•PA: $7.0 B

Direct & Indirect Jobs
Estuary: 692,000
•DE: 67,000 
•NJ: 170,000
•PA: 440,000

Map courtesy of the Partnership for the Delaware Estuary

Population
Estuary: 5.2 million
•DE: 539,035 (10%)
•NJ: 1.3 million (25%)
•PA: 3.4 million (65%)

Watershed
Total Estuary: 5,931 sq mi
•DE: 977 sq mi (17%)
•NJ: 1,942 sq mi (33%)
•PA: 3,011 sq mi (50%)

Economic Benefits
•Water Quality 
(wastewater treatment): $1.5 B
•Water Supply: $1.3 B
•Fishing:$0.33 B
•Wildlife/Bird watching: $0.31 B
•Forests (Carbon storage): $0.63B
•Port Activity: $2.4 B

Prepared by the UD Water Resources Center with the Partnership for the Delaware Estuary
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Optimal Water Quality
in the Delaware River
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William Penn Foundation unveils 
Delaware River Watershed Initiative

2013 AD




